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UNICEF and ICSS to partner in Brazil as part of major push to safeguard children 
ahead of mega sport events  

 
Geneva, Switzerland; 6 November 2013: The International Centre for Sport Security (ICSS) today signed 
a partnership with UNICEF in Brazil. 
 
Recognising that hosting mega sport events may pose risks to children, UNICEF and the ICSS will 
collaborate to promote integrity, child protection, safety and security in sport.  They will engage in 
activities to promote sport integrity values and safeguard children from illicit activities.  It will leverage 
the ICSS’s technical experience and expertise in promoting sport integrity to young people through the 
‘Save the Dream’ initiative and UNICEF´s comprehensive programme of activity in Brazil and its technical 
expertise in child protection. 
 
 The three-year programme will begin with a special field visit to Brazil. 
 
Mohammed Hanzab, President of the ICSS, said: “At the ICSS, we believe that early awareness and 
education is crucial and through this partnership with UNICEF in Brazil and via the ‘Save The Dream’ 
initiative, we will be supporting a range of activities.  These will include seminars and educational tools 
to protect young people and teach them about integrity in sport, as well as helping them understand the 
benefits of positive values like fair play, respect, loyalty and team spirit.   Only when sport is clean and 
has these values at its heart can it fully contribute to peace and development around the world.” 
 
Gary Stahl, representative to UNICEF in Brazil said: “There are significant risks to children around major 
sporting events such as child labour and increased violence. This agreement with the ICSS is an 
important step for creating a safe and protective environment for Brazilian girls and boys. 
 
“UNICEF urges all stakeholders of the mega events to team up to protect and build a lasting and positive 
legacy to children and adolescents in Brazil.” 
 
The partnership was signed at a special United Nations hosted forum “Sport Integrity – a right for 
youth” attended by leaders from the world of sport, government, international development and child 
protection.  Organised by the Permanent Missions of Italy and Qatar, in partnership with the ICSS and 
Lega Pro, the forum explored corruption in sport and its growing and dangerous impact on young 
people.    
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NOTE TO EDITORS 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
About the International Centre for Sport Security (ICSS) 
 
The ICSS is an international, not-for-profit institution that aims to help event organisers to stage safer 
major sporting events. The Centre's mission is to improve security, safety and integrity in sport by 
addressing real issues and providing world-leading services, skills, networks and knowledge. 
 
The ICSS team brings together some of the world’s leading sport security and integrity experts and has 
access to a worldwide network of specialist practitioners, offering expertise in every aspect of sport 
security and integrity. 
 
The ICSS regularly organises events to encourage the creation of sport security and integrity networks 
and to drive new thinking.  
 
For more details please visit: www.theicss.org 
 
About UNICEF 
 
UNICEF works in more than 190 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early 
childhood through adolescence. In Brazil, UNICEF has been carrying out innovative and impactful 
initiatives with governments, civil society and the private sector in areas where challenges are most 
critical: in the country’s Semi-arid region, in the Amazon region and in the poorest urban centres. These 
initiatives have shown that it is possible to join efforts to reduce inequities that affect the lives of 
thousands of girls and boys in these geographical areas.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary 
contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.  
 
For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org.br 
 
For further information and if you are interested in a media briefing, please contact: 
 
Will Shand, VERO Communications 
wshand@verocom.co.uk 
M: +44 77 52 73 1548 
 
Clair Ashley, VERO Communications  
cashley@verocom.co.uk 
M: +44 7889 866 697 
 
Karen Webb, Director of Communications, ICSS  
karen.webbmoss@theicss.org 
M: +974 7070 6306 
 
Estela Caparelli, UNICEF in Brazil  
mecaparelli@unicef.org 
M: + 55 61 8168 8669 
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